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Because of the weakened Han military, the Yellow Turban Rebellion also caused the Han 

government to desperately recruit men to fight for their cause. However, charismatic leaders 

managed to form their own paramilitary groups and join the Han army to deal with the uprising. 

An example of this can be seen in the first chapter of Romance of the Three Kingdoms where the 

emperor issues a call for volunteer fighters against the rebels. The protagonist, Liu Bei, decides 

to recruit his own army instead of joining up with the government forces. Another example deals 

with a volunteer army recruited from Southern China to deal with the rebels. According to Sun 

Jian’s biography in the Chronicles of the Three Kingdoms, the young military officer, Sun Jian, 

gathered recruits from his home district and joined up with the Han army to fight against the 

Yellow Turban rebels. While the central government decayed, these paramilitary groups grew in 

strength. 
Source: Chris Butler, The Flow of History – The Qin and Han Dynasties (221 BCE – 220 CE), published 2007. 

Romance of the Three Kingdoms written by Luo Guanzhong in the 14th century is a historical novel set in 

the Han dynasty. 


